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iy LIBRARY 
“To His Dear Litrte Frrenps.” es W YOR: 
Ae aa Tee GAKD cr 
This list of flowers and trees was the last work of Prof. 
Howard Shriver, who died on the 15th of February, 1901. 
The proof sheets came to him during his illness. He 
made an effort to revise them, but was compelled to desist 
and abandoned the work only after he had exhausted his 
little remaining strength. The promise of his friends to 
see that the list was properly corrected and published 
reassured him; he peacefully fell asleep. His life was 
full of incidents of a most exciting character, but he came 
through the long struggle of seventy-six years with a soul 
as pure as an infant’s and a mind attuned to the harmony 
of the Universe. He loved nature and all it taught. Its 
lessons were his life food. In all the varying phenomena 
around him, he was able to see and know that unity and 
rhythmic energy underlie all natural manifestations. To 
him the flowers and fields were full of poetry. The moun- 
tains and streams were sermons of life and beauty. He 
was optimistic and tried to give everyone who came in 
contact with him, a taste of the joy and blessing that 
knowledge brings. He sowed the seeds of inquiry in the 
fruitful soil of children’s minds and though his voice is 
stilled and his hands at rest, his work lives. His life 
influence is yet potent ; what its full fruitage will be, only 
the coming years can tell. The friends who have tried to 
revise the following pages apologize for the errors which 
still remain. Fearing to alter lest they might destroy, 
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they have possibly allowed many errors to stand which the 
maker would have corrected. If the list shall stimulate * 
the children of Cumberland to renewed effort to know the 
things around them, then imperfect as it may be, the deste 
of Mr. Shriver will have been fulfilled. 


(4) 


THE LIST. 


The main object of the following list is to help my young 
friends, the boys and girls, to get acquainted with our Wild 
Flowers. 

If you know the name of a plant you can go to your libra- 
ries, where I have placed botanies, in which you can find the 
full description of your plant. Before going to hunt wild 
flowers first refer to the list, and note under the month and 
day what flowers it says you are likely to find at that date. 
In the spring you will not find the flowers listed as blooming 
in September, nor in September will you find names that 
belong to spring. 

Plants choose particular places to live in. Some live on 
cliffs, some in the mud marshes, some in open woods where it 
is pleasant to walk, some on trees, some in dry, open fields in 
the hot sun. At the end of the flower’s name you will gen- 
erally find some capital letters, which, in the Explanation, 
show you in what locality the flower has its ‘‘habitat’’ and 
can be found. Thus, Trailing Arbutus, March 24th, is fol- 
lowed by the letters ‘‘O, O.’’ Inthe Explanation, O, O stands 
for woods. The Arbute loves half-shady, warm woods with 
loose, sandy loam covered with a bed of leaves, under which 
it hides all winter, with its buds ready to burst in the first 
warm days of spring. The letters are not G, W—‘‘ swamps 
or marshes’’ ; nor I—‘‘near streams’’ ; but ‘‘O, O’’—woods. 
Every spring I am asked, over and over, ‘‘When will the 
Trailing Arbutus be out?’’ Still, it stays hid until the sun is 
warm and bright. So with the ‘‘ Queen of the spring.’’ It 
lies under the leaves at the foot of warm cliffs, muffled in soft 
silk. True, I once saw it in January, but that was unusually 
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early. Children call it ‘‘violets,’? which it somewhat resem- 
bles. In the early part of the spring the face of the flower is 
nearly white. Then comes a very delicate rosy tint; later, 
the rose tint is mixed with a soft light blue, and the inter- 
mingling colors run through all the shades of purple, until the 
flower glows with the intensest dark blue of the sky. At this 
time the anthers of full size form a rim of pure white dots, 
laid on the petals, and contrasting splendidly with their blue, 
completing the most glorious gem ever created. 


How To KEEP FLOWERS FOR FUTURE EXAMINATION. 


Those who wish to learn something about flowers always 
save them by drying. In this way you have your flowers in 
the winter season, so little changed as to look very much like 
the living plants. 

The simplest way is this: Save a lot of newspapers; fold 
them once, making two sheets; fold them again, making four 
sheets. If the paper is large, you can fold again, making one 
drier of eight sheets. Having, in this way, made a lot of dry- 
ing-pads, you are ready to press a flower, say a wild rose. 
Get two little boards, each the size of your pads; also two or 
three bricks. 

Place on a table one of the boards; on it put two of the 
pads. Then take your rose, pull off any dead leaves or dead 
stems, and also a few of the buds and flowers. Leave only so 
many as you think will have plenty of room without lapping 
over each other. Now lay the stem on the pad so as to show 
the rose’s buds and leaves prettily in their natural position. 
If a leaf is curled or doubled, smooth it out. But do not move 
anything, unless you think it will look better by the move. 

Next, lay several driers carefully on the specimen. “If you 
have but one flower, you now put on the other board; but if 
you have a second flower to press, lay it on the last drier and 
arrange as you did your rose. Then lay on it several driers. 
If you have a third flower, work in the same way with it. 
You will now have a little bundle ; put your second board on 
top of the bundle; lay on it a couple of bricks or something 
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as heavy, and leave all till the next day, when you should ex- 
amine your work thus: 

First, carefully take off the weights and the board. Then 
lift your driers one at a time, until you come to the flower. 
If it looks all right, you may take up the drier with the flower 
on : lay it upon the board, and put on clean driers. Then re- 
move the next driers until you come to the second flower. If 
all is right, take the pad and flower carefully, and place them 
on the one first moved. Lastly put twodriers on top. So on, 
until you have moved all. Lastly put two driers on top ; and 
then put on the other board and the weights until next day. 


On THE THIRD Day. 


When you come to the first flower, you may loosen it care- 
fully from its pad and place it ona new dry pad. If dry it 
will come off easily. But do not hurry it: if it wrinkles or 
seems too wet to be removed let it alone for another day. 
You will soon learn when it is fit to move and when it is not. 
Some small thin plants dry quickly. Others require an extra 
pad and an extra day or two. 


PRACTICE ON House FLOWERS. 


You can easily get a few pot-plant flowers or leaves, such 
as Geraniums, Cowslip or the like, and try your hand on them 
before the wild flowers come out. Some will be easy to work 
with, and help you very much when you begin with wild 
flowers. 

If your plants are crushed use lighter weights. If they do 
not dry smooth, but wrinkle up, put on a little more weight. 
Dry the old pads before you put them on again. If the flow- 
ers are delicate and the leaves thin lay them on a piece of 
blotting paper and cover with another piece. In changing 
lift them with great care. Do not open the thin paper for 
several days. See that your pads are dry. In four or five 
days your delicate flower will be dry enough to move. 
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